
Board of Trustees March 4, 2019 

Coeur d'Alene School District 271     

Midtown Center Meeting Room Regular Meeting 5:00  PM 

 
Minutes 

 

At 5:00 p.m. Chair Casey Morrisroe called the meeting to order and led the Pledge of Allegiance.  

Trustees Lisa May, Tambra Pickford, Tom Hearn and Jennifer Brumley were present. 

 

Approval of Agenda:  Motion by Mrs. May to approve the agenda as presented, second by Mrs. 

Pickford, motion withdrawn.  Motion by Mrs. May to approve the agenda as revised (removal of items K 

& L from the consent agenda), second by Ms. Brumley, passed 5-0. 

 

Board Recognition: 

District Spelling Bee Winners:  Mike Nelson and Steve Cook introduced the district winners in grades 3 

through 8.  Students spelled their championship words and received their plaques. 

Coeur Group:  Dr. Cook recognized Charles Linder, Brian Babb and other members of the group.  For the 

past 15 years, this organization has built and installed lockers containing supplies for students; clothing 

and personal items. 

Invest, Inspire, Innovate & Shining Star Awards:  Lena Cooley, Venture High School; Jeff Vesser, 

Woodland Middle School; Clark Campbell, Dalton; Susie Brott, NEXA; Daryl Wilson, Skyway 

Elementary. 

 

High School Student Body Reports: 

Lake City High School students are preparing for SAT, state competitions, parent teacher conferences and 

announced their valdictorian/salutatorian students. 

Coeur d’Alene High School students attended student council and DECA state competitions, and 

participated in fundraisers for Make a Wish and Sources of Strength. 

KTEC hosted a job fair where 30 businesses participated and students were able to apply for job 

positions. 

 

CEA Report – Bruce Twitchell spoke about proposed legislation allowing weapons on school property 

with an enhanced concealed carry permit.  He spoke about the positives coming from the CAPSS 

meetings and feels ready for negotiations. 

 

Public Comment: 

Alice Arambarri spoke about the proposed legislation allowing weapons on school property HB203.  She 

encouraged board members to reach out to legislators to oppose this.   

Dr. Sara Morrow spoke about late start time for students and new information she learned. 

Rebecca White is a mental health counselor and supports late start times. 

Russ McLain spoke about the new Lt. Governor who has posted negative things on social media and 

asked the board to keep her away from students and schools. 

Robert Ankker is a parent who sees firsthand the sleep patterns of his student and supports late start. 

Bill Elliott is a parent and asks the Board to explore later start times for students.  He spoke of the 

negative impacts of the current schedule. 
 

Board of Trustees Comments: 

Mr. Hearn spoke about the lack of support for public schools and the need for property taxes to 

supplement the majority of districts in the state.  Please consider best interests of our students when 

visiting the polls next week. 

Mr. Morrisroe encouraged fellow board members to visit schools as often as they can. 
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Approval of Consent Agenda Items: 
 A.  Personnel 

 B.  Accounts Payable Check List 

 C.  Approval of Minutes:  February 4, 2019, February 12, 2019 and February 21, 2019 

 D.  Discipline Data 

 E.  Summary of Contracted Services 

 F.  Bid Award – Network Switches 

 G.  Bid Award – Network Firewall 

 H.  Emergency Closure Day – February 12, 2019 

 I.  Student Travel BPA to Boise March 6-9, 2019 / Coeur d’Alene High School 

 J.  Student Travel FCCLA to Anaheim, CA June 30 – July 4, 2019 / Lake City High School 

 K.  Development Agreement Vista Meadows 

 L.  Lakes Highway District Intersection Agreement 

 M.  Chromebook Purchase 
 

Motion by Mrs. Pickford to approved items A through J and M, second by Mrs. May, passed 5-0. 
 

Finance Presentation: 

Budget Update:  Director of Finance Katie Ebner spoke about Salary Based Apportionment payment that 

is identified after February 15.  She spoke about discretionary funding and hopes we will end the year 

with surplus funds.   

Funding Formula:  Dr. Cook provided an update to the funding formula.   

 

Finance Report:  The monthly report was provided to the Board. 

 

Budget Hearing Dates: 

Motion by Mrs. May to hold the budget hearing on June 17, 2019, adopt the Budget on June 24, 2019 at a 

special meeting to take place prior to the regular July meeting, second by Mrs. Pickford, passed 5-0. 

 

Negotiations Team Board Representative: 

Motion by Mrs. May to assign Casey Morrisroe as the Board representative to the Negotiations team, 

second by Mrs. Pickford, passed 5-0. 

 

Full-Day Kindergarten Recommendation: 

Dr. Kate Orozco spoke about the pilot programs held at Sorensen and Hayden Meadows and the success 

they’ve experienced.  She spoke about specific student groups and increases they’ve seen with full day 

programs in place.  She presented a proposal to expand regular full day kindergarten in 1 school (NExA) 

and expanding full day tuition based program to Atlas, Dalton, Ramsey and Skyway.  Mrs. Ebner spoke 

about the financial implications, revenues and expenses.  A portable would be needed at NExA to 

accommodate full day kindergarten; adjustments at other schools would also be necessary to 

accommodate this.  Dr. Cook also addressed the financial implications. 

 

Motion by Mrs. May to add regular full day kindergarten at NExA and expansion of the tuition-based full 

day kindergarten program at Atlas, Dalton, Ramsey and Skyway Elementary schools, second by Mrs. 

Pickford, passed 5-0. 

 

Policies for Action: 

Motion by Mrs. May to approve Policy 3530/3530P/3530E – Suicide Prevention as presented, second by 

Mrs. Pickford, passed 5-0.  Board members thanked Nichole Piekarski and committee members for their 

work on this policy and requested that this information be shared in the community. 
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Facilities Update: 

Elementary Prairie Site:  Operations Director Jeff Voeller provided an update about clearing the houses 

on the Prairie Ave. school site.   
 

Math 1 Update:  Dr. Trina Caudle reported on the first testing window.  Board members were concerned 

with EOCA scores which is a new assessment.  This data will be compared to others for comparison.  

There are many variables in play as adjustments are made.  Teachers will meet in two weeks to look at 

strengths and weaknesses of students.  It’s a single test given on a single day and many factors are in play. 

 

i-Station / i-Ready:  Dr. Mike Nelson spoke about norm referenced tests used three times per year.  He 

spoke about reading (i-station) results for grades K-5.  Math results are provided by i-Ready for grades K-

8.   

 

Course Pacing Guides:  Algebra II and ALP Algebra II courses were reviewed by the Idaho Regional 

Math Center in Pocatello.  This will also be reviewed by teachers prior to coming back to the Board for 

action. 

 

Course Pacing Guides:  An Ad Hoc Committee was assembled to look at Math 2 and 3 as a new 

approach at the high school level.  Committee Chair Amy Page addressed the Board about the work of the 

committee.  They looked at policy, philosophy of math instruction, standards for mathematical practice 

and identified common perceptions about high school math.  These will be reviewed by the Idaho 

Regional Math Center.  They reviewed potential pathways for students based on their need. Mrs. May had 

concerns for students who were caught from 8
th

 to 9
th

 grade and how they might catch up.  Mr. Morrisroe 

said this is a draft.  Honors courses will be discussed.  Mrs. May asked if we are teaching our own version 

of Integrated Math or if it is consistent in other districts nationally.  Math teacher Adam Hanan has looked 

at many Integrated programs; standards are the standards, and pacing is different by district.  Mrs. May 

said Boise School District is very clear and she fears parents can’t follow along, she also shared concerns 

that ours is more different than other districts she’s looked at. 

 

 

Board Reports of Information Items: 

Long Range Planning Committee – Mrs. May reported that the committee identified their top 5 priorities. 

Math Ad Hoc Committee – Report was given as part of the meeting agenda. 

 

Calendar Dates/Upcoming Events: 

 March 4 – Regular Meeting 

 March 5 – Special Meeting – Board Training 

 March 18 – 3
rd

 Monday Workshop 

 

Meeting adjourned at 8:55 p.m. 

 

 

 

Casey Morrisroe, Chair     Lynn Towne, Clerk 

Board of Trustees      Board of Trustees 


