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Qualitative Measures 
Levels of Meaning (Explain the levels of meaning or purpose): 

This book was written to teach children and adults that kindness matters. As 
quoted by the author, R.J. Palacio, this book was written for people to recognize, 
“What they do and what they say really matters and impacts the people around 
them, and that if they’re unkind the ramifications of that are far-reaching.”  

Text Structure (Structure, organization and other features): 

 The book starts and ends in the first person point of view, told by the main 
character Auggie, a ten year old boy.  Throughout the book, the point of view 
changes and is told through other perspectives (through the eyes of his sister and 
kids at the school). Each time a new character takes over the narrative, a chapter 
opens with a precept or quote from song lyrics and literature.The text has an 
easy and humorous tone; humor is used to lighten sensitive situations.  The 
novel uses analogies, idioms, dialogue, and figurative language throughout.  

Language Conventionality and Clarity (including vocabulary complexity and sentence 
structures): 

The novel has a wide range of vocabulary to include high-frequency, multiple 
meaning, and subject related vocabulary. Sentence structure throughout the 
book is varied.  The author uses simple, compound, and complex sentences.  
The laid-back, direct, and conversational style of writing noted above, makes this 
book unique from the books on our current list of adopted novels for 6th grade.    

Knowledge Demands (What does the text require of students?): 

References through precepts are made to literary works, pop-culture, and 
history.  These precepts are inspirational and used to teach life lessons. 
Students must use context clues and background knowledge to understand 
these lessons.   

Quantitative Measures 
(Include complexity band levels provided at www.lexile.com and other measures) 

The lexile rating for the book is 790 L, but it is recommended for 5th-7th grades.  
The book’s themes, involving adolescent issues, middle school, disabilities, 
friends and friendship are relevant to sixth grade. These themes are also high 
interest for many middle school age students. 

Reader-Task Considerations 
(Consider potential challenges, major areas of instructional focus and 

differentiation/supports needed) 

Potential challenges: The sensitivity of the subject matter: bullying and accepting 
people with disabilities. 

Instructional areas of focus:  Common Core standards: RL6.1-6.7,RL 6.9,  W6.3-
6.6, SL 5.1-5.3, L 6.1-6,2, 6.3a,6.4-6.6  

Differentiation/supports: Educators should explore bullying and general 
kindness for humanity.  Genetics and the probability of disabilities is briefly 
described--this could be explored further. 

Please note a few kids in the book verbally attack the main character and his 
friend.  This causes a physical altercation between his friend and one of the 
bullies. The main character also oversees older students smoking outside of 
school (smoking is not glorified).  

Rationale for Placement 
(Explain the recommended placement of the text in a particular grade level or grade band) 

Quantitative measures suggest placement in the 4th-5th grade complexity band, 
but the qualitative measure and reader-task considerations recommend the 
novel is more appropriate for the 5th-7th grade complexity band.  The common 
core standards text exemplars also place the novel in the 6th grade range for 
complexity. 
 
The Olweus Bullying Prevention Program adopted by the Coeur d’Alene School 
District, for middle school students, would pair nicely with this book. In addition, 
the novel would be an excellent addition to the concepts taught in the 6th grade 
Courageous Characters Unit.  


