
Board of Trustees November 2, 2020 
Coeur d'Alene School District 271   
Midtown Center Meeting Room Regular Meeting 5:00  PM 

Minutes 
 
At 5:00 p.m. Chair Casey Morrisroe called the meeting to order.  Trustees Jennifer Brumley, Tambra 
Pickford, Lisa May and Rebecca Smith were present.  Members of the Lake City High School Navy Blues 
shared a video performance of the National Anthem. 
 
Approval of the Agenda:  Motion by Ms. Brumley to approve the agenda as presented, second by Mrs. 
May, passed 5-0. 
 
Board Recognition:  Dr. Cook introduced Seth Deniston, Technology Director who introduced and 
thanked his team.  Dr. Cook also introduced Nichole Piekarski, Lead Nurse for School Health Services 
who introduced the school nurses.  Members of these departments have stepped up to provide outstanding 
services for students, families and staff over the past several months. 
 
High School Student Body Reports: 
Coeur d’Alene High School students reported about activities at school including a mentor program and 
student fundraising. 
Lake City High School students spoke about college preparation week and SAT/PSAT testing. 
Venture/KTEC students presented a video about projects recently assigned in their graphic design 
program. 
 
CEA Report:  President Kim Ziegler was not present however a report was provided to the Board. 
 
Public Comment:  None 
 
Consent Agenda Items for Action: 
 A.  Personnel 
 B.  Accounts Payable Check List / Credit Card Transaction Report 
 C.  Approval of Minutes:  10-05-20 / 10-07-20 / 10-12-20 / 10-15-20 /10-19-20 / 10-23-20 / 10-26-20 
 D.  Truancy Affidavit 
 E.  Application for Early Graduation 
 F.  Winter Sports/Extracurricular Activities Appendix 
 G.  Senior Project Requirement 
 H.  Bus Drivers Salary Increase Proposal 
Motion by Ms. Brumley to approve the consent agenda as presented, second by Mrs. May, passed 5-0. 
Consent Agenda Items for Information: 
 A.  Summary of Contracted Services/Purchases 
 B.  Discipline Data 
 
Finance Presentation/Audit Presentation:  Katie Ebner introduced Kris Mayhew of Magnuson McHugh 
who presented an overview of the audit results.  The district received an unqualified clean opinion, the 
highest rating that can be received.  He encouraged trustees to look over the MD&A (Management 
Discussion and Analysis). 
 
Annual Audit:  Motion by Mrs. May to approve the annual audit as presented, second by Mrs. 
Pickford, passed 5-0. 
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COVID Health Discussion:   
Pediatricians Report/Impact of COVID on Children/Mental Health Impact of COVID on Children 
Dr. Cook noted the need for professional opinions around COVID related to students.  He introduced 
Doctors Beth Martin and Vanessa Carroll, both local pediatricians.  Dr. Martin is using telemedicine 
more and more.  She spoke about the physical symptoms and that most children recover well.  Families 
are stressed when students must be quarantined for 14 days; some parents aren’t capable of teaching 
their children for a variety of reasons.  Students are missing out on critical therapies at school such as 
speech, occupational and physical therapy.  Children can transmit the virus but don’t seem to be drivers 
of it.  Dr. Carroll said information is a moving target and it changes constantly.  Schools don’t seem to 
be hot spots as long as preventative measures are followed.  A school is more than just a place of 
learning, for many children it’s their only safe place, meals and socialization along with instruction.  
Schools are the stability factor for many families.  She thanked Board members and the district for what 
they’re doing. 
 
Mrs. Pickford asked for an opinion about the proposed quarantine protocols; is it more prudent to test at 
7 days and monitor for symptoms.  This protocol doesn’t match CDC guidelines but it’s more about risk 
vs. benefit. 
Mrs. May asked why there is such a disparity between districts in this area.  Differences between 
protocols and guidelines and populations seem to drive decisions.  Both doctors agree students should be 
in school. 
Mrs. Smith asked about risks to adults whether a teacher or a bus driver.  Children can spread the virus 
but it’s not as likely. 
Mr. Morrisroe said it doesn’t appear to be substantially spread by students in schools; where the spread 
is coming from seems to be parties, sports and social events, gatherings and close contact.  The uptick 
seems to be in adults and not children.  Have children been hospitalized?  Yes, but it’s a small number. 
 
Board members thanked Dr. Martin and Dr. Carroll for their time this evening. 
 
Quarantine Protocols:  Dr. Cook said this proposal has been discussed with feedback from medical 
professionals.  Nichole Piekarski addressed the revisions that were made since this document was first 
presented.  Coeur d’Alene Pediatrics are supportive however, we do not have an endorsement from 
Kootenai Health and the Panhandle Health District; they cite the CDC requirements.  Mrs. May said that 
public health policies are not the responsibility of the Board; with no grounding, she hesitates to approve 
this.  It is appropriate to put pressure on the State.  Mrs. Pickford has seen the effects on students and 
families, if we can return healthy kids to school, that’s what should happen.  Ms. Piekarski said there’s an 
interest to do this on a trial basis and if trends are seen, it would warrant another discussion at the Board 
level.  Mr. Morrisroe feels the benefit outweighs the risk.  Mrs. May supports the process but it’s not the 
Board’s place to approve for public health.  The experts should offer guidance.   
 
Motion by Ms. Brumley to approve the Quarantine Protocols as presented, second by Mrs. Pickford, 
passed 4-0-1 (Mrs. May abstained). 
 
Policies for Action:   

• 3012/3012P – Magnet School Enrollment Standards 
• 9810 – Creating Magnet Schools 

 
Motion by Ms. Brumley to approve the policies as presented, second by Mrs. Smith, passed 5-0. 
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Maintenance & Operations Levy Discussion and Timeline: 
Scott Maben opened with a general overview of the levy.  The current levy will expire in June 2021.  The 
previous levy passed with 70% approval.  The levy provides essential funding for many programs such as: 
safety, staffing, classroom support, etc.  Katie Ebner shared an overview of the property tax impact.  The 
actual tax rate for 2020 will be $1.96 per $1,000 value.  Lynn Towne presented a proposed timeline of 
meetings needed ahead of the March 9 election date.  She also shared that absentee ballot applications 
must be completed and submitted annually.    Mrs. Ebner wanted to make sure the Board was aware of the 
Legislation Code (H103), which requires language on the ballot regarding average cost per $100,000 of 
assessed value.   
 
Proposed Student Achievement/Assessment/System Performance Calendar Discussion:  Dr. Mike 
Nelson spoke about a balanced approach to assessments.  A proposed calendar is presented this evening.  
Six schools will participate in the NAEP test this year however, we receive no district specific data from 
this assessment.  Ms. Brumley asked about opportunities for seniors who missed the SAT test date.  
There are alternate dates spread throughout the year.  Dr. Cook wants to establish a routine of reports to 
the Board and eventually, this will be built into systems performance and ultimately become part of the 
Strategic Plan.  A draft will be presented toward the end of the school year. 
 
Superintendent Goals:  Mr. Morrisroe said that traditionally, the Board has laid out goals in the fall 
leading into the annual evaluation.  The mid-year evaluation will be bypassed this year in light of the 
time Dr. Cook has spent on the pandemic. 
 
Policy for Information: 

• 2425 – Parental Rights 
• 2520 – Curricular Materials 
• 2540 - Selection, Adoption and Removal of Curricular Materials 
• 3270 – District Provided Access to Electronic Information 
• 4175 – Required Annual Notices 

 
These policies will be available for public review. 
 
Board Reports of Information Items:  
Mrs. Smith provided a brief update from Long Range Planning where they discussed goals for the year. 
 
Calendar Dates/Upcoming Events: 
 November 9-12 - ISBA Annual Convention (Virtual) 
 November 16 – Third Monday Workshop 
 
Meeting adjourned at 7:15 p.m. 
 
 
 
Casey Morrisroe, Chair     Lynn Towne, Clerk 
Board of Trustees      Board of Trustees 
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