Fernan STEM Academy
520 N 21st Street
Coeur d’Alene, ID 83814
Principal: Kathy Livingston
Assistant Principal: Jennifer Reyes
Dear Parents and Guardians,
October seems to have crept up on me this year. While the temperatures have been starting to
fluctuate and the leaves have started to change colors, our first weeks of school have quickly
unfolded.
I must admit that, much like many of you, I was a little anxious about how these first weeks might
feel this year. Overall, I had a sense of calm, cautious optimism. I knew our teachers had been
working for weeks to learn new protocols and begin planning for our students to return in person
during our new hybrid schedule. I know the students and families were excited to return. The
building was clean. I had no doubts about that! Frank, Dave, and Steve have been working
feverishly since they were able to return to the school last spring. Our maintenance team, IT
department, and many others have all rolled up their sleeves to ensure our building and grounds
are in the best possible condition they could be, and everything looks great! Deep down in my heart,
I knew all of this preparation could pay off. I knew our Fernan families would be gracious and
amazing, as you always are. Yet, there were still so many unknowns.
What have I learned so far this year? I have learned a couple of new things in only three short
weeks. I have learned that our students, staff, and parents are not only the amazing people I
perceived them to be, but you have also been flexible, polite, gracious, understanding, dedicated,
and I could go on and on. What makes Fernan the special place that it is? Hands down, it is our
community of incredible people! It is the parents that want only what’s best for their children in any
given situation, the staff who want so desperately to make school the best possible experience they
can for kids every day (regardless of any outside conditions beyond their control), and, of course,
our students who have demonstrated such strength, resilience, polite manners, kindness, and so
much more! I have also learned humility. I like to say I am a “recovering perfectionist”. Mrs. Reyes
and I strive to continuously improve, and we strive to do what is best and right for all of you every
day. Yet, in this unpredictable world, there is no playbook, no one specific set of rules or guidelines,
and no crystal ball. (Like so many products, these seem to be on back order.) So we have to make
decisions using the information we have at the time. We have to say, “I don’t know yet,” or “I’m not
sure. Let me get back to you,” multiple times a day (or an hour usually). We have to rely on our
parents as partners now more than ever. We have to collaborate with our colleagues and District
leaders regularly. We have to admit that we DO NOT have all the answers, and we have definitely
misstepped. When that happens, we just have to stand back up, brush ourselves off, ensure we
didn’t accidentally harm anyone else or anything else as we tripped, and apologize for any
damage done. Thankfully, I have also learned that each of you has been more than fairly
understanding and forgiving as we try to figure out our best path forward as a school community! I
can think of many ways to describe 2020, but, perhaps, one of her biggest “gifts” to me has been the
opportunity to grow and learn as well as to look at things in new and different ways.
Thank you for ALL you have done through the soft closure last spring, what seemed to be an
endless yet unusual summer, and the hybrid schedule this fall! I could not be more excited and
proud to get to learn alongside such a dynamic school community! Please continue to reach out to
us as we move into the Yellow category and bring our students back to our physical building five
days a week. Together, we can and will have an incredible year of learning!
Enjoy this beautiful fall season,
Mrs. Livingston

Beginning Monday, October 5th we will
be operating in the YELLOW
risk category

October Calendar

Office Reminders
 If your student will be

10/2: NO SCHOOL
10/5: YELLOW Zone
Begins

absent, please call the office
or login to Skyward to submit
attendance

Student drop-off is 8:40
at classroom exterior doors

Fernan is a secure building.

10/9: Picture Day

Our doors remain locked
from bell to bell

Please notify the office by

10/30: Halloween
More Details to
Follow

3:00 if there is a change in
your students after school
plan.

Parking Lot Update
Just a couple reminders to keep things
running smoothly

 Please follow instruction of all parking lot attendants.

Their first concern is the safety of our students as well as getting
families in and out of the parking lot as efficiently and quickly as
possible
 If you are picking up your student in the car pickup line,
you must remain in your vehicle at ALL TIMES
 If you would like to walk with your child, please park in
our visitor lot and use the crosswalks to get to and from
your vehicle.

Administration
Principal- Kathy Livingston
Assistant Principal- Jennifer Reyes

Kindergarten
Michelle Dixon
Trish McClintock
Kindergarten/1st Grade Combo
Melinda Hennig
1st Grade

Jamie Chan
Jennifer Durocher
2nd Grade
Mali Kapugi
Melody Lund
2nd/3rd Grade Combo
Misti Ruchti
3rd Grade
Heather Mangini
4th Grade
Rebecca Webb

4th Grade/5th Grade Combo
Julie Cooper
Melissa Mueller

5th Grade
Stephanie Cove
Special Education
Lifeskills- Susie Brott
Lifeskills- Robyn Valov
Resource- Jennifer Susedik
Resource- Sarah Eller
Speech- Beth James
Specialist
Art- Leatha Morgan
Library- Sarah Murray
Music- Jimmy Morrison
P.E.- Julie Meredith
STEM Lab- Melissa Smith
Special Services
ALP- Courtney Greene
Title- Shelby Randklev
Counseling & Behavior
Counselor- Rebecca Vanderlouw
School Psych- Kassie White
Office Staff
Office Manager– Amber Butts
Registrar– Kathleen Clark

School Pictures
School picture day will be Friday, October 9th for all students.
Picture envelopes will come home with students the week of
Sept 28th. You can also order online up to 4 days after picture
day by visiting https://ios.mydorian.com and using
access key: XW 7TAWUQ

You Could Save the Day
Wearing Your PJ’s!
This year, the all-important, not-to-be-missed Fernan
Library Book Fair is happening online! You and the
readers you love at Fernan Elementary will be excited to
know that:
 There are exciting new titles, books of adventure, humor and mystery.
 Everyone in your family can participate – even if they
live on the other side of the world!
 All the funds raised by the Book Fair will be used to
purchase more books!
 The Book Fair is the perfect place to shop for students
and families for birthdays, Christmas or just-because
days.
 You can shop in your pajamas at any time of the day or
night.
 Details to follow soon.
Current and future readers are counting on you!
Sarah Murray
Fernan Elementary Librarian

Welcome back to Fernan!! We are so happy to be together at school
again! Seeing all of our cute Fernanigans has filled my bucket to
overflowing. School definitely looks different right now, but I know we can all
get through this together. That’s what our Fernan family does! We can do
hard things! Our attitudes about the state of the world will drive our
children’s attitudes. When you’re feeling discouraged just remember:
 In 10-15 years our kids will be running the work-from-home world like
pros!
 Our kids are becoming technological geniuses!
 When they are parents and grandparents they will tell their kids and
grandkids about how they survived the pandemic of 2020, the one that
temporarily shut down the world!
 Our kids are learning the skills they need to adapt to a constantly
changing world.
Walt Disney said, “The flower that blooms in adversity is the rarest and most
beautiful of all.” We got this, Fernan!

-Love, Mrs. VanderLouw

October Character Trait
The character trait we are working on this month is Problem
Solving. Problem solving is the ability to Say the problem,
Think of solutions, Explore consequences, and Pick the best
solution (STEP). Teaching kids to think
through problems in this way encourages
critical thinking skills that will benefit them their
entire lives. Anytime your child is faced with a
problem, help them work through it with the
STEPs. :)

What is a Title I School?
Title I is a national reading program funded through the federal
government. This program is designed to assist students toward mastering
grade-level expectancies. To obtain this goal, Title I focuses on skills
necessary for proficient reading, including phonemic awareness, phonics,
fluency, vocabulary, and comprehension.
All students are given specialized reading instruction in small groups
according to their needs and strengths in reading, phonics, and writing skills
within their individual classrooms. The Title I Reading Specialist and staff
work closely with the classroom teachers to differentiate all reading
instruction according to individual student abilities. Title I instructional
reading time focuses on the foundational skills of reading for all ability
levels. Progress is closely monitored to ensure that the instruction planned is
meeting the needs of the child.
Our goal is to help children become confident readers who enjoy the
many aspects of reading. Through a partnership with parents, we will support
the efforts of the children we serve to become lifelong readers.
Funding for our program is based on the percentage of free and reduced
lunches for which our families apply. Therefore, it is ESSENTIAL that our
families apply for free and reduced lunch at our school. Even if our
families choose not to participate in this program, their application goes
toward our funding. Forms are being sent home to all students or you may
fill out the form online by visiting http://cdaschoolsnutrition.com/

Have you heard of the CDA Backpack Program? This
program works in partnership with Canvas Food Pantry
to provide weekend meals to students. Each Friday,
children are sent home with a nondescript bag filled with
non-perishable, child friendly, nutritious food for the
weekend. If you are interested in your child being enrolled in this
program, please call or email me anytime. You can reach me at
rvanderlouw@cdaschools.org or 208-664-2659. As always, you
can count on discretion and confidentiality.

RIGHT TO RECEIVE TEACHER INFORMATION
September, 2020

Dear Parents:
Federal law requires that each school district receiving Title I
funds notify the parents of each student attending a Title I school
that
information regarding the professional qualifications
of their child’s classroom teacher(s) may be requested.
As a parent of a student attending a Title I school, you have the
right to know:

Is my child’s teacher certified to teach the grades and subject
areas assigned?
 Is my child’s teacher teaching with a provisional license,
meaning the state has waived the teaching requirements?
 What is the college major of my child’s teacher?
 What degree or degrees does the teacher hold?
 If there are instructional aides working with my child, what are
their qualifications?
 If my child is or will be taught more than 4 or more consecutive
weeks this year by a teacher who is not highly qualified, will I
be notified in a timely manner?

To request the state qualifications for your child’s teacher or
instructional aide, please contact the office of your school. In
addition, if you would like more information about your child’s
school, please feel free to contact the office for more information
at 208-664-2659.

PTA News
Please join us Tuesday October 20th, for our monthly PTA meeting.
PTA meetings are held the 3rd Tuesday of every month.
Introducing our 2020-21
PTA Board
President: Amber Loewe
Vice President:
Treasurer– Jessica Swihart
Secretary– Trish McClintock

New Self Carry Medication Policy
Students in all grades may carry and self administer
medications under the following conditions:
*Student must have an authorization form signed by their
parent and doctor. This should be with the medication the student
has with them.
*Medication in original labeled container from pharmacy or
manufacturer and has student’s name on it.
*Only 5 days doses unless inhaler or multi-dose packaging
*Student will be responsible for medication and proper
administration. May lose right to carry if not following
guidelines.

If you have any questions, please reach out to
Nurse Katie 208-664-2659 ksongster@cdaschools.org

District Mask Policy
Our district mask policy will be in effect in the Red, Orange and Yellow
zones. If your student forgets their mask, staff will have extras available.
If you have questions about masking, please click here to view our
district policy.

