Fernan STEM Academy
520 N 21st Street
Coeur d’Alene, ID 83814
Principal: Kathy Livingston
Principal Assistant: Jennifer Reyes
Dear Parents and Guardians,
Wow! March is here, and spring is beginning to establish itself more and more. This is always a fun
month, because students often seem to be performing at their learning peak. We can’t wait to see you
at conferences and fill you in on your child’s progress and growth!
Also, remember that this weekend is when the time changes. We “spring ahead” an hour on Sunday,
March 8th.
You may have noticed we have construction in our neighborhood on Pennsylvania Avenue. The project is estimated to continue through October 1st. The transportation department has adjusted routes
and added stops to help with the disruption to traffic. If you have any transportation question
please contact the bus barn (208) 667-3451
Parent Engagement Survey:
Parents, we want to hear from you! Schools across the state are participating in an annual parent
engagement survey. This gives you the chance to share your input and help us measure how well our
schools are meeting your needs.
The survey only takes a few minutes, and your responses are anonymous. But they will be critical in
helping us identify opportunities to maximize satisfaction, engagement and
communication. This is one easy step to help improve your child's school.
If you have students in more than one school in our district, you may retake the survey for each
school.
Make your voice heard! Take the parent survey now by following this link. You have until March
31 to respond.
This year our STEMghetti event will take place on April 25th. We will be enjoying a golf-themed
event with STEMghetti on the Green at Ponderosa! Please see our parent information letter included later in this newsletter for more details. We hope you can join us!
Run for 271:
Run for 271 will be on Saturday, May 30th. Please save the date! Sign-ups will be coming out soon.
Some scholarships will be available. This event generated around $40,000 for CDA #271 schools last
year! Profits from those who sign up and indicate Fernan as their school come back to the school
directly! Other earnings are divided among all of the schools. The more adults we can get to sign up
for the 5K, the more profit for Fernan. If you have any friends, relatives, or high school students
not affiliated with other elementary schools, have them register and sign up with Fernan! All we
need is 5 volunteers, and we can get a share of the profits for the day. Please let me know if you
would be interested in volunteering that day! It is such a fun community event! Hope to see you
there!
Have a great month and enjoy a safe, relaxing spring break!

Respectfully,
Kathy Livingston

March Calendar

Office Reminders

 5th– Title Night
 6th– No School



 20th– Attendance Pizza Party
with the Principal

 Drop off time is 9:30 on Monday’s and
8:30 Tuesday thru Friday. The front
doors remained locked, and there is no
playground supervision until this time.
Breakfast also begins at this time.

 24th– PTA Skate Night
 24th– Strings Festival @ NIC
 25th– Evening Conferences

 Please continue to check in at the office
and sign in and receive a visitor sticker
every time you are in the building.

 26st– No School Parent Teacher
Conferences

 27th– No School Teacher Work
Day

 3-30-4-3– Spring Break

Please remember to call the office or
submit your students absence on
Skyward when they are out of school.



The lost and found has gotten very full.
If your student is missing items, please
take a peek. We will
have a table out during
conference week for your
convenience.

A Special Thank you from the Kroc Center
Dear Fernan Families,
THANK YOU Fernan for helping make our
Families Feeding Families 2020 wildly successful. In
2020 we will have sent out a total of 1,047 boxes to
local Food Banks and Ministries in North Idaho.
We couldn’t have done this without YOU! Thank
you!

Math is Cool Competition
4th and 5th grade students participating in the after school Math is Cool
program will have their competition on Friday, March 20h from
4:00-7:30 at Lake City High School. Good Luck to all our participants.

Run4Fun
It's back! Run 4 Fun is approaching quickly. This fun,
lunch recess program invites kids to run/walk on Monday,
Wednesday and Friday for 6 weeks. Kids can earn foot
charms, licorice, t-shirts, medals and trophies for
participating. Run 4 Fun will begin April 6th, right after
kids return from Spring Break. Please be on the lookout for
permission slips coming home soon. Kids will not be able to
collect rewards for participating in this fun tradition until
permission slips are signed and returned. There are also
opportunities for parents to walk/run or volunteer too.
Please email fernanrun4fun@cdaschools.org with any
questions or concerns

Boundary Updates
Our Boundary Review Committee completed its work last week, and proposed
attendance zone changes for elementary schools and high schools were presented
to the Board of Trustees on Monday evening. The School Board is scheduled to
vote on the proposals March 18 at 5 PM at the Midtown Meeting Center. All
boundary information can be accessed by visiting https://www.cdaschools.org/
domain/2814

You may submit comments on the final proposal until 8 PM on Monday, March
16. Email comments to boundaries@cdaschools.org.

Spring Parent Teacher Conferences
Parent Teacher conferences will be on the evening of Wednesday, March
25th and all day Thursday, March 26th. Teachers will use signup.com
to schedule conferences. Watch for information in classroom newsletters as well as email for the sign-up link. Please make sure your information is up to date in Skyward to ensure you are receiving emails and
are able to sign up for your preferred time. If you need help logging into
Skyward feel free to contact the office.

ISAT TESTING
The Idaho Standards Achievement Tests (ISAT’s) for all 3rd-5th grade students
are scheduled for April 20th-May 18th.
These tests provide valuable, objective information for every student. If your
child is falling behind, the information will help teachers provide more
classroom support. If your child is excelling, the information will help teachers
provide more challenges in the classroom.
To set your student up for success during the testing period, please keep the above
dates in mind when planning vacations, appointments, or anything else that
would take your student out of school during this time. It’s also helpful to
remind your student to get a good nights sleep and have a healthy breakfast on
testing days.
For more information about the Idaho Standards Achievement Test and access to
online practice tests for students, please visit
http://www.smarterbalanced.org/assessments/samples/

IRI TESTING
Kindergarten through 3rd grade students will be completing the Idaho Reading
Indicator (IRI) May 1st-15th. To set your student up for success during the testing period, please keep the above dates in mind when planning vacations, appointments, or anything else that would take your student out of school during
this time. It’s also helpful to remind your student to get a good nights sleep and
have a healthy breakfast on testing days.

Information About Coronavirus Disease (COVID-19)
Here at Coeur d'Alene Public Schools, we are working with local health agencies to help slow the
spread of disease and ensure students have safe and healthy learning environments.
As of today, Idaho officials have confirmed no cases of coronavirus in the state. Health officials
have advised us that there is no need to close any schools in our District at this time. The risk to
Idaho residents remains low for now.
We know many of you are concerned about the spread of coronavirus in Washington state. To
keep you informed on what we are doing to help prevent the spread of disease and prepare for the
possibility of coronavirus cases in our community, we have a new Coronavirus Update
page linked from our District web page and all of our school web pages. Please check this page
for details and updates on our response to the coronavirus outbreak.
We also have linked to other helpful resources there, including:
Idaho Health & Welfare updates
Panhandle Health District
Information on coronavirus and children
This fact sheet from the Association for Professionals in Infection Control and Epidemiology
CDC handwashing guidelines

How to talk with children about coronavirus
Educational video for children
District officials are communicating daily with public health authorities with Panhandle
Health and are participating in continuing education through the Centers for Disease Control.
We have reviewed our standard procedures and materials for routine cleaning and disinfecting,
and regularly clean frequently touched surfaces with a disinfectant product. We are in the process of completing additional surface disinfecting as a precautionary measure.

We have reviewed our pandemic illness plan and updated it to reflect coronavirus (COVID-19).
We also have reviewed our illness guidelines and continue to follow them, excluding children
who show signs and symptoms of communicable disease.
We continue to reinforce the need for proper handwashing or use of hand sanitizer. Our hand
sanitizer is effective for coronavirus.
At some point, Panhandle Health District may recommend a single school or the entire school
district be closed temporarily if a student or staff member attended school prior to being confirmed as a COVID-19 case. These decisions will be made on a case-by-case basis using the most
current information.

