January 2020
Principal’s Message
Dear Parents and Guardians,
Principal
Kathy Livingston

Welcome back! It was so nice to see everyone again on Monday. We
missed all of those great smiles, hugs, and stories!

Principal
Assistant
Jennifer Reyes

Rapid growth in the area continues to bring more students into our
district, new construction is putting stress on existing schools, and many
of our seventeen schools are currently operating over capacity. Our
district is currently building a new school for the Northwest Expedition
Academy (NExA) along Prairie Avenue, which will be able to enroll an
additional 250-300 students to help with these current growth issues.
New attendance zones will need to be established for the new school,
and it is also a good time to review overall school boundaries across the
district. You have likely read about the Boundary Review Committee,
which has been created as a Superintendent committee with open
meetings to make recommendations for the school board. This
committee is comprised of a principal and a parent representative from
all seventeen schools, as well as representatives from the Long-Range
Planning Committee, SPARCC, and CEA. Fernan is represented by Tracy
Weimer-Shull and me. In addition, one of the Long-Term Planning
Committee representatives is Marie Nail, who is also a Fernan parent.
Two primary guiding principles for this committee are to try to limit
impact on our district’s families as much as possible and to create
neighborhood schools with feeder systems.
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This week, Board Trustees Lisa May and Rebecca Smith joined us for a
listening session. They heard concerns that our community feel could
impact Fernan’s attendance zone and answered questions, such as our
concerns regarding capacity and how magnet schools impact enrollment.
Thank you to those who were able to attend! If you have any questions
or concerns regarding boundaries, please feel free to reach out to
Marie, Tracy, or myself. You may also directly email
boundaries@cdaschools.org with your feedback and questions. There will
also be a Community Open House on January 21 at Coeur d’Alene High
School and February 18 (location TBD), from 6-8 PM. Your input
throughout this process will help provide the committee with
information to guide our decisions.
We hope 2020 brings much joy, adventure, fun, and learning to you,
your family, and our Fernan Family! We are so grateful for each of you,
and we thank you for sharing your precious children with us each day.
Happy new year!
With much gratitude,
Kathy Livingston

Fernan Spelling Bee
Spelling practice lists went home with students
before winter break. The Fernan Spelling Bee
will be held on January 16th.
Winners from each grade will have the
opportunity to compete in the District Spelling
Bee.

Fernan Geography Bee

The Geography Bee will be on January 30th. This
optional competition is open to 4th and 5th grade
students who would like to test their knowledge of
geography. Study sessions will be offered Tuesdays and
Thursdays during lunch recess in Mrs. Mangini’s room. If you
have any questions, please contact Mrs. Mangini at
hmangini@cdaschools.org

Hoop Shoot Winners
Congratulations to the following
students for winning the 2019-20
Fernan Hoop Shoot...
8-9 Year Old Division:
Boys: Cooper Fordham
Girls: Eva Berzoza

10-11 Year Old Division:
Boys: Rylan Braga
Girls: Courtney Johnson

These Students will go on to compete in the District Hoop Shoot Competition!
Good Luck!!
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News From The Nurse
As Sleepover season approaches, we thought it would be a good time
to remind families about lice treatment and prevention.
Head lice are friendly creatures who like to crawl from scalp to scalp
when heads are directly touching. They do not jump or
fly! Sleepovers pose the greatest risk…and during holidays, sleepovers
abound. Be sure to check your kids for head lice around the holidays.
Don’t give the gift of head lice J Get in touch with your school nurse if
you have any questions.
View our very own YouTube video to learn the best way to check your
child for head lice:
Wetcomb Demonstration
Go to our website for all the scientifically proven ways
to get rid of head lice:
School Health Services Head Lice Information

Flu Season
Flu season has begun. Please remember if your children are
running a fever they must stay home for 24 hours with no fever
reducing medication before returning to school. If your student
is having stomach issues, they must be home 24 hours from
their last episode before returning to school. Also remember to
drink lots of water, practice good hand washing procedures,
cover your coughs and get plenty of sleep!

Winter Weather
We are having a relatively mild winter this year,
however it is chilly in the
mornings and awfully wet outside.
We don’t have enough extra clothes in our closet to
offer new cloths and shoes when its wet and rainy
outside. Please remind your student to stay out of
puddles, and if the wet clothes will bother them, please
pack a spare set in their backpack. Students may also
keep a spare pare of shoes in their cubby for PE or if
they need dry ones.
If you would like to get a jump on spring clearning and
need a place for outgrown clothes, our closet is in need of Boots, Tennis Shoes,
Sweatpants, Leggins, Snowpants and Gloves.

School Snacks
We have seen an influx of caffeinated beverages coming to school with students
this year. Please check with your students teacher about their classroom policy
regarding snacks and drinks in the class. Many classrooms have a water only
policy. For more information about wellness guidelines, please visit the
Nutitional Services webpage at cdaschools.org

Personal Electronic Devices
Use of cellphones, smart watches and other personal electronic devices must be
turned off and out of site while on school property. Students found not
complying with district policy will have their device confiscated until a parent or
guardian comes to pick it up. For specific information
regarding this policy please refer to Board Policy 3265P

News from the PTA
Please join us for our monthly PTA meeting, the 3rd Wednesday of every
month in the Art Room. Childcare and snacks are provided.
Our annual STEMghetti Fundraiser is rapidly approaching. There are a
variety of ways in which you can participate including:
 Donating Items to be auctioned
 Volunteering at the event
 Purchasing Tickets and joining us at the event

If you have any questions contact our PTA.
November Sky”Word” Winners
Thank you to all of our families who participated in our monthly Sky”word”
raffle. We hope it got more people logged into the system and will be a
resource you can continue to use. Our November winners were Jeremiah
Michaels and Lilly Webb! We are done with our raffle for this year, but we
hope you continue to explore Skyward.

Mathletes
This fall, we had a handful of 4th-5th graders who love math and are great role models
mentor 2nd graders who needed an extra challenge or help with math skills by playing
games and doing math activities every Monday morning before school in a group called
Mathletes. Mathletes build the mentor's own math skills while teaching the value of helping
others. We would like to recognize our outstanding fall mentors for Mathletes:
Lily Black, Kyler Brabeck, Chloe Butts, Jordan Clifford, Kali Hood, Aiden Lampard, Tayla
Ruchti, Zosha Safranek, Myla Sandoval, Payson Shaw, and Alex Siegler
Look for more information this spring on opportunities for your 4th-5th grader to be a
Mathletes Mentor!

Attention 3rd-5th Grade Parents…
ISAT’s will begin this Spring for 3rd-5th grade students.
Exact dates have not been set yet but we ask families to
please make every effort to schedule vacations and
appointments around the testing schedule as it is less
stressful for students to test with their class.
Exact Testing dates will be announced soon.
Helpful Testing Tips

Good Night Sleep
 Healthy Breakfast
 Listen to all instructions carefully

 Read question completely before answering
 Do your best
If you have any questions please feel free to contact us.

