
At school, students will: 

 Describe characters, se ng, and major events in a 

story using text and illustra ons. 

 Ask and answer ques ons about key details and 

iden fy the main idea in a text. 

 Explain major differences between books that tell 

stories and books that give informa on. 

 Use text features, such as cap ons, bold print, 

subheadings, glossaries, electronic menus, and icons 

to locate key facts or informa on in a text. 

 Read regularly spelled one‐syllable words (e.g., flat, 

ship, or rope). 

Reading	
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At home, you can: 

 Listen to your child read decodable 

text and give appropriate feedback.  

 Read books together and discuss 

characters, se ng, and events in 

the story. 

 Discuss the details your child sees 

in a book’s illustra ons.  

 Help your child sound out words 

when reading together. 

 Ask your child ques ons about a 

text when reading together. 

At school, students will: 

 Write narra ves that include two or more events in 

sequence, details of what happened, and closure. 

 Use temporal words such as “first,” “next,” and “then” to 

signal order of events. 

 Print all uppercase and lowercase le ers. 

 Capitalize dates and names of people. 

 Use proper end punctua on for sentences. 

 Spell words using knowledge of learned spelling pa erns. 

For example, if students learn the “o” pa ern, they can 

use it to spell “dog,” “hot,” and “mom.” 

 Spell untaught words phone cally, connec ng sounds to 

le ers. 

Writing	
At home, you can: 

 Encourage your child to tell a 

sequence of events in his/her 

wri ng. 

 Help your child correctly write all 

of the uppercase and lowercase 

le ers. 

 Explain why it is important to 

capitalize names and dates when 

wri ng. 

 Encourage your child to use le er 

sounds to figure out how to spell 

words. 

At school, students will: 

 Add and subtract up to 10, using objects, 

drawings, and equa ons. 

 Understand the meaning of the equal (=) 

sign. 

 Determine the unknown whole number in 

an addi on or subtrac on equa on 

rela ng two whole numbers (e.g., 3 + 7 = 

10) 

Mathematics	
At home, you can: 

 Prac ce adding and 

subtrac ng within 10. 

 Discuss what the equal (=) 

sign means. 

 Give your child incorrect 

addi on and subtrac on 

problems and have him/

her correct the error. 

 

This newsle er provides an overview of what your child will learn based on the Idaho Core Standards during the first trimester 

of first grade in reading, wri ng, and mathema cs. It also offers ideas to support your child’s learning at home. 

W      C  C  

S  S ? 

 The Common Core State 

Standards ini a ve was a 

state‐led effort to establish a 

shared set of clear academic 

standards for English 

language arts and 

mathema cs that states may 

voluntarily adopt. The 

standards have been created 

based on the best available 

evidence and the highest 

state standards across the 

country. 

 The standards were created 

by a group of teachers, 

content experts, school 

administrators, and parents. 

 The goal of the standards is to 

ensure that students 

gradua ng from high school 

are prepared to go to college 

or enter the workforce and 

that parents, teachers and 

students have a clear 

understanding of what is 

expected from them. 

 The standards are also 

benchmarked to interna onal 

standards to guarantee that 

students are compe ve in 

the emerging global 

marketplace. 



At school, students will: 

 Retell stories, including key details and demonstrate 

understanding of the central message or lesson. 

 Compare and contrast the adventures and 

experiences of characters in stories. 

 Know and use carious text features (e.g., headings, 

table of contents, glossaries, electronic menus, 

icons) to locate key facts or informa on in a text. 

 Know final –e and common vowel teams (e.g., oo, 

oa, ea) for represen ng long and short vowels. 

Reading	
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At home, you can: 

 Ask your child ques ons about 

stories he/she is reading; have him/

her use parts of the story to explain 

his/her thinking. 

 Read different stories together and 

discuss the similari es and 

differences of the adventures of the 

characters. 

 Read informa onal texts and 

Internet content together; use text 

features to find facts or informa on. 

At school, students will: 

 Write informa ve/explanatory that include a topic, 

some facts about the topic, and a sense of closure. 

 With guidance and support from adults, recall 

informa on from experiences or gather informa on 

from provided sources to answer a ques on. 

 Use frequently occurring preposi ons (e.g., during, 

beyond, toward). 

 Use commas in dates and to separate single words 

in a series. 

 Produce and expand sentences (simple and 

compound) in response to prompts. 

Writing	
At home, you can: 

 Use books and Internet 

sources to gather informa on; 

have your child write about 

what he/she learned. 

 Show your child how to use 

commas when wri ng a series 

(e.g., I just met Steve, Teresa, 

Cody, and Michael).  

 Show your child how to make 

simple sentences more 

complex. 

At school, students will: 

 Add and subtract within 20 and understand the 

rela onship between addi on and subtrac on.  

 Relate coun ng to addi on and subtrac ng (e.g., 8 + 6 = 

14; 14 ‐ 6 = 8). 

 Solve addi on word problems that call for three whole 

numbers whose sum (total) is less than or equal to 20. 

 Determine the unknown whole number in an addi on 

or subtrac on equa on with three whole numbers 

(e.g., 6 + 2 + __ = 14). 

 Understand the meaning of the equal (=) sign. 

Mathematics	
At home, you can: 

 Prac ce adding and subtrac ng 

numbers within 20. 

 Discuss the rela onship between 

adding and subtrac ng. 

 Give your child addi on 

sentences with three numbers 

to solve (e.g., 3 + 9 + 6 = ___;      

3 + __ + 4 = 10). 

 Discuss the meaning of the equal 

(=) sign. 

 

This newsle er provides an overview of what your child will learn based on the Idaho Core Standards during the second tri‐

mester of first grade in reading, wri ng, and mathema cs. It also offers ideas to support your child’s learning at home. 

W      C  C  

S  S ? 

 The Common Core State 

Standards ini a ve was a 

state‐led effort to establish a 

shared set of clear academic 

standards for English 

language arts and 

mathema cs that states may 

voluntarily adopt. The 

standards have been created 

based on the best available 

evidence and the highest 

state standards across the 

country. 

 The standards were created 

by a group of teachers, 

content experts, school 

administrators, and parents. 

 The goal of the standards is to 

ensure that students 

gradua ng from high school 

are prepared to go to college 

or enter the workforce and 

that parents, teachers and 

students have a clear 

understanding of what is 

expected from them. 

 The standards are also 

benchmarked to interna onal 

standards to guarantee that 

students are compe ve in 

the emerging global 

marketplace. 



At school, students will: 

 With promp ng and support, read prose, poetry, 

and informa onal texts appropriately complex for 

first grade. 

 Be able to read texts silently and orally with 

accuracy, appropriate rate, and expression. 

 Decode two‐syllable words following basic pa erns 

by breaking the words into syllables. 

 Be able to confirm or self‐correct using word 

recogni on, understanding, and rereading as 

necessary. 

Reading	
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At home, you can: 

 Ask your child ques ons about 

stories he/;she is reading; have him/

her use parts of the story to explain 

his/her thinking. 

 Encourage your child to read both 

orally and silently. 

 Read informa onal texts and 

Internet content together; use text 

features to find facts or informa on. 

 Prac ce breaking apart and reading 

two‐syllable words. 

At school, students will: 

 Write opinion pieces; include the topic or name of 

the book wri en about, state an opinion, supply a 

reason for the opinion, and provide some sense of 

closure. 

 Use a variety of digital tools to produce and publish 

wri ng. 

 Produce complete sentences when appropriate to 

the specific task and the situa on. 

 Use words newly acquired from reading, and being 

read to. 

 Respond to stories and texts by speaking and wri ng. 

Writing	
At home, you can: 

 Encourage your child to keep a 

personal journal or diary to tell his/

her own stories. 

 Use books and Internet sources to 

gather informa on; have your child 

write about what he/she learned. 

 Encourage your child to write short 

pieces to share their opinion on a 

book. 

 Work with your child as he/she 

prac ces wri ng complete 

sentences. 

At school, students will: 

 Order three objects by length. 

 Tell and write me in hours and half‐hours using analog 

and digital clocks. 

 Dis nguish characteris cs of shapes (e.g., triangles are 

closed figures and have three sides) and build and draw 

shapes to show these characteris cs. 

 Combine two– or three‐dimensional shapes to create 

other shapes. 

 Divide circles and rectangles into two and four equal 

shares and describe the shares using words halves, 

fourths, and quarters. 

Mathematics	
At home, you can: 

 Prac ce pu ng objects in order by 

length (e.g., a crayon, pencil, and 

marker). 

 Prac ce reading digital and analog 

clocks at the hour and half‐hour. 

Explain the difference between the 

minute and hour hand on an 

analog clock. 

 Prac ce drawing shapes (e.g., 

squares, triangles, rectangles). 

Discuss their features. 

 

This newsle er provides an overview of what your child will learn based on the Idaho Core Standards during the third trimester 

of first grade in reading, wri ng, and mathema cs. It also offers ideas to support your child’s learning at home. 

W      C  C  

S  S ? 

 The Common Core State 

Standards ini a ve was a 

state‐led effort to establish a 

shared set of clear academic 

standards for English 

language arts and 

mathema cs that states may 

voluntarily adopt. The 

standards have been created 

based on the best available 

evidence and the highest 

state standards across the 

country. 

 The standards were created 

by a group of teachers, 

content experts, school 

administrators, and parents. 

 The goal of the standards is to 

ensure that students 

gradua ng from high school 

are prepared to go to college 

or enter the workforce and 

that parents, teachers and 

students have a clear 

understanding of what is 

expected from them. 

 The standards are also 

benchmarked to interna onal 

standards to guarantee that 

students are compe ve in 

the emerging global 

marketplace. 


