
Low Hanging Fruit is available through school libraries, and made possible with support of the Idaho 
Commission for Libraries. For previous editions, go to http://libraries.idaho.gov/lowhangingfruit. 

December , 2020 

Book Nooks: Art Meets Lit  
By Allison Floyd 

You’ve used dioramas as options for assignments, right? Have you 

heard of book nooks? Sized to be nestled comfortably on a bookshelf, 

these little dioramas evoke magical worlds and faraway lands (and 

sometimes creatures!), the inspiration for which is taken from the 

pages of beloved tomes. They can be incredibly lifelike and intricate, 

giving new meaning to “getting lost in a book”. They can also be a fun 

do-it-yourself art project over the winter break!  

To get some book nook inspiration 

and to watch a video of the detailed 

process of creating one, have a look 

at this. And check out incredible 

works of art at https://

www.buzzfeed.com/

christopherhudspeth/book-nook-

shelf-inserts-more! 

And what did we do   before 

YouTube? Pay a visit to YouTube, 

search for “book nook,” and watch 

the magic unfold! Don’t want to start completely from scratch? Visit 

online purveyors such as Etsy for DIY book nook kits or inserts.  

The fun doesn’t have to stop once school’s back in session. Why not 

have your students craft book nooks of their own as a creative analog 

alternative (or supplement) to a book report? Let your imaginations 

(and your students’) run wild! Looking for a cool, free prize to offer for 

excellent work? How about some LiLI mood pencils, maybe one in 

each color? If you need fresh sup-

plies, ask your school librarian to 

fill out an order form at https://

form.jotform.com/icfl/lili-promo-

materials. 

Book nooks may be (relatively) 

tiny, but they can also be mighty. 

While it’s not hard to hit the next 

shelf, when it comes to the crea-

tive possibilities of this fun craft, 

the sky’s the limit!  

In Defense of Dioramas 
Have parents that roll their eyes at diorama assignments?  This older 

article from the Washington Post take a light-hearted approach to both 

sides of the diorama argument. 

https://www.washingtonpost.com/archive/

local/1999/12/16/rushing-to-the-defense-of-

dioramas/952ee155-51ce-4c55-a57c-fcf9b4cb7f7b/ 

The BBC likes book nooks 
Your students might already know about book nooks as they’ve been 

popular on Reddit for quite a while now.  Read about their rise to popu-

larity in this 2019 article from the BBC. 

https://www.bbc.com/news/blogs-trending-50840434 

 

Get Started! 
First, take a look at what’s possible—keep in mind these examples are 

aspirational:  https://www.hometalk.com/44266866/q-how-can-i-make

-a-bookshelf-diorama-insert. Book nooks can be as simple or as com-

plex as you like, so break out the X-acto knife, the cardboard, or maybe 

even the Lego and get busy!  

Lego Wardrobe to Narnia: https://www.youtube.com/watch?

v=sg4V1MWtVX8&t=14s  

NoveList/K-8 Plus 
Book Nooks, of course, take their inspiration 

from books. Looking for some new book 

inspiration of your own? NoveList Plus and 

NoveList K-8 Plus, both freely available on 

lili.org, provide fun and valuable readers’ 

advisory services. Find title, series, and 

author read-alikes, and search by various 

appeal mixes (or make your own!). Fun fact: 

the “Plus” is for narrative nonfiction!  

 

 

Credit: Tom Taggart at https://

www.instagram.com/tom.taggart.146/  

Scary or sweet, simple or complex, 

large or small, book nooks can be 

made from most any material and 

customized to any  reader’s taste. 

Credit: A House of Wonders at etsy.com   

https://mymodernmet.com/book-nook-ideas/
https://www.buzzfeed.com/christopherhudspeth/book-nook-shelf-inserts-more
https://www.buzzfeed.com/christopherhudspeth/book-nook-shelf-inserts-more
https://www.buzzfeed.com/christopherhudspeth/book-nook-shelf-inserts-more
https://www.buzzfeed.com/christopherhudspeth/book-nook-shelf-inserts-more
https://form.jotform.com/icfl/lili-promo-materials
https://form.jotform.com/icfl/lili-promo-materials
https://form.jotform.com/icfl/lili-promo-materials
https://form.jotform.com/icfl/lili-promo-materials
https://www.washingtonpost.com/archive/local/1999/12/16/rushing-to-the-defense-of-dioramas/952ee155-51ce-4c55-a57c-fcf9b4cb7f7b/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/archive/local/1999/12/16/rushing-to-the-defense-of-dioramas/952ee155-51ce-4c55-a57c-fcf9b4cb7f7b/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/archive/local/1999/12/16/rushing-to-the-defense-of-dioramas/952ee155-51ce-4c55-a57c-fcf9b4cb7f7b/
https://www.bbc.com/news/blogs-trending-50840434
https://www.hometalk.com/44266866/q-how-can-i-make-a-bookshelf-diorama-insert
https://www.hometalk.com/44266866/q-how-can-i-make-a-bookshelf-diorama-insert
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sg4V1MWtVX8&t=14s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sg4V1MWtVX8&t=14s
https://lili.org/
https://www.instagram.com/tom.taggart.146/?fbclid=IwAR1GuXprZLlht5-ii5MabzawgS2PicCFrYFmDaO70NAbANrZR6Lz5_JoXHQ
https://www.instagram.com/tom.taggart.146/?fbclid=IwAR1GuXprZLlht5-ii5MabzawgS2PicCFrYFmDaO70NAbANrZR6Lz5_JoXHQ


Low Hanging Fruit is available through school libraries, and made possible with support of the Idaho 
Commission for Libraries. For previous editions, go to http://libraries.idaho.gov/lowhangingfruit. 


